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00:58 

IN: Thank you so much for coming out today and sharing your story if we could 
just start if you could just for the transcriber if you could say your name an spell 
it so when they are doing this they are spelling your name correctly. 


01:09 
BJ: My name is Bob Jensen, do you want me to spell it too? B-O-B with one -O-, J- 
E-N-S-E-N 


01:18 

IN: Very good, thank you. Um, if we could just start by introducing yourself uh 
without spelling it of course if you could just introduce yourself and where you 
come from. 


01:32 
BJ: I were born in Waterloo, Iowa in, that's where I left to go into the service in 
Des Moines. I'm having a hard time hearing you. 


01:48 
IN: Ok, I'll speak up a little bit. If you could just introduce yourself, say your 
name and where you're from. 


01:54 
BJ: Oh, oh. Bob Jensen. Waterloo, Iowa 


01:58 
IN: How did you, um, what made you want to enlist in the service? 


02:04 

BJ: I had a bad home-life and for three or four years I saw a sailor come home 
on leave in Waterloo and I went up to him and I felt his uniform and I said “that 
is my life” I wanna join the navy. And from that time on it was Navy, Navy Navy 
no buts or anything and I, I didn't graduate from high school, they wanted, I 
went to eighth grade, that's as far as I could go. (02:50) uh, dad says “We got 
work to do out in the fields” I said, “ok” following six months I left home and 
worked on a farm and every week that I had I chance to go to town my first stop 
was a Navy recruiting station. And I begged them and begged them to take me 
up, to let me go in early . They all said “ Bob go home and dry up behind the 
ears. You're too young. (03:21) I said well we can lie a little can't we they said no 


way. When you're seventeen you come back. Ok. January the eleventh I was 
seventeen I was on my way in the Navy. The 12" went to Des Moines took pre- 
hab and a few tests and all. 13" I took my final exam. Sworn in the Navy the 14" 
of January. One of the biggest days of my life at the present time. And I felt 
home. (04:00) A lot of the fellas after being there for a week or two. They were 
sitting around writing letters homesick and I looked at them and said, “Oh my 
god” I don't believe this is life, this is our Navy. I felt so proud and I'd done my 
recruiting and we uh I was signed to a battleship, USS Maryland and we went 
aboard and if I remember correctly it was April 1*, but I stand be corrected on 
that, of '41 I walked over the gang plank and saluted the flag and said to the OD 
permission to come aboard sir. I felt so good and that was home and I was 
assigned to one of the top side compartments, divisions and to be a swabbie 
(05:13) and well I wasn't going to last long there so a month later I went down 
to the Log room and put in a sh--- that I wanted to be an electrician. Well the 
chief down there came up and came over and said Jensen I could use you in the 
boiler room. Would you accept that for a temporary deal until we get enough and 
you can go back into, go over into E- division where you wanted to be. I said 
that's fine. Well, I stayed and I was assigned a number one fire room. 


06:05 
IN: Could you tell me a little bit about what was life like aboard ship. 


06:10 

BJ: Life aboard ship it, it was really good. I had a home. The only thing uh the 
battleship the Maryland was in dry dock and they had all the wires and 
conglomerate things going on and it was a messy, dirty, dusty job, cause all the 
welding was going on. In the meantime, they were putting blisters on the outside 
of the ship. (06:42)It was in dry dock, and I was assigned to a fire, to a welder to 
go into, into those tanks for safety and anyway, I missed, I should have said that 
before I went to the fire room (07:03) Ah, damn... You're going to have to edit 
some of this... 


07:10 

IN: That's ok we'll work around it. What did that ship mean to you? What was 
that to you? It was more than your place of work. How did that ship come 
together? What was that like? 


07:22 

BJ: Oh, it felt so good, I mean I loved every bit of that ship I mean I'm in the 
Navy I'm aboard ship I'm going to go to sea It just meant the world to me. I'm 
going to see the world on the USS Maryland. And we got under, when we got 
underway. I come up on topside, I didn't even know we were underway until I 
looked out and I saw the sides the surroundings were moving. Well it wasn't 
moving we were moving. Underway, that felt so good. (07:57) And we headed 
down to a 'Frisco. There for a while then we got down to Long Beach. And that 
August 15" I remember we left Long Beach for Pearl Harbor. (08:18) Well 
nobody our division knew where Pearl Harbor was. And we were going flank 
speed ahead. Straight to Pearl Harbor and never give it a thought. Anyways it 


was three days after we finally pulled into Pearl Harbor and oh what a beautiful 
place. (08:53) Anyway we pulled up and we, from then on we'd go out. two 
weeks target practice come back in for two weeks go back out. And yeah 
battleship row. And uh, every week,when we every time we came in we were 
always by ourself. December 5" on a Friday here come the Oklahoma (09:28) 
Cut. I'm having a hard time here. 


09:40 
IN: Just your time. 


09:43 

BJ: We didn't, we didn't want her comin' along side of us because she was 
spoiling our view. Well anyway. Thank god that she did come up along side 
because she took the bombs and the torpedoes that we would've gotten if, if she 
wasn't there. (10:05) I gotta get my breath here. 


10:35 

IN: There's some water there if you like. 
10:39 

BJ: This going to be the hard part. 


11:35 
IN: What did you do, what was your day like on December 6"? The day before. 


11:44 

BJ: It was just a regular day. Weren't allowed to go ashore so we just killed time 
cleaning and repairing. (12:00) and number one fire room the boiler was 
completely tore down and we were down there working on it taking all the hand 
hold plates off there was if I remember there were about a thousand hand old 
plates already off and we had to take the gaskets off and put new gaskets on 
clean the tubes and put them back that, we got them all apart and we were in the 
process of taking the gaskets off that was end of that. (12:35) Ok, that Sunday 
morning we was after breakfast we sat there. I was looking out the porthole 
beautiful day. And out on, in the Ford Island had this radio on - Hawaiian music 
and about 7:55 we heard some bombing and we thought that's just target 
practice and didn't think nothing of it. (13:11) Over comes the speaker, “man 
your battle stations. This is no drill. The Japs are hitting us.” Ok, so I went down 
into the fire room and like everybody else I was down there a few minutes and 
the water tender I had earphones on he was telling what's going on and that's 
enough of this I wanna see for myself. I took off and I went up top side. And I 
went on the port side out by the half deck as I got out there uh I looked I couldn't 
believe the, the smoke and the rumbling and the machine guns going and the 
explosions and all, and the Oklahoma she started listing and here come the 
coxswain with and ax and he started chopping the lines and I said what are you 
doing, I mean I didn't know what I was saying, anyway, he said, “I'm cutting the 
lines so she don't, so she's gonna go and she won't take us with her”. And I said 
no way, well they chopped the lines and she rolled over and to this day I will 
always maintain and this is my own opinion if they wouldn't have chopped those 


lines and let here roll over she would've gone straight down like the West 
Virginia and the California. (14:46) They didn't chop their lines and they went 
right straight down. But that's my opinion. Anyway that's what happened. And I 
stood there and I looked up. The planes were coming from about right over our 
head. With the machine guns blasting away. Of course I was protected with the 
half deck there. Anyway we lost two, two guys, sailors, and a officer in the attack 
(15:26) I went down below and I told them were, what I was doing, were I'd 
been, that not, get busy and start clicking these hand holds. And Ok so I went 
down there maybe a half hour. And I gotta go to the head. So I went back up and 
about that time here come the fire in the water and the oil coming from the West 
Virginia and the Arizona which was right behind us and holy cow you know a kid 
seventeen years old I was scared to death. Then a rumor came out that the , well 
that first, that was one bombing that took place, then there was a lull for fora 
little while, then a half hour, three-quarters of an hour later another bunch of 
bombers came in (16:21) and ripped us all apart and about that time we couldn't 
see the smoke from the fire from the Arizona and the West Virginia blew over us. 
We couldn't see a thing and then we really got scared. In the meantime, we 
lucked out because the Neosho a tanker was right ahead of us with 500,000 
gallons of aviation fuel that she had just unloaded on the Ford Island (16:58) and 
she had another one on her. If they would ever hit her and blown up there would 
have been an atomic bomb going on, cause that would have blew the whole place 
apart (17:08) Anyway it didn't happen - thank god. And the next day come up on 
top side and the smoke was gone but they were pulling bodies out of the water. 
Where the, where the Oklahoma lost over 400 sailors, and how many the West 
Virginia lost I don't know and we uh we finally got the boiler back together, I 
went back down and got the boiler together and for two days they got tugs, tried 
to pull us out, cause when the Oklahoma rolled over she wedged us in on the 
foxes. In the meantime I forgot one part too (18:06) Some of the tugs got in front 
of us and pushed the water out to keep all the fire and oil from surrounding us 
that was a part that should have been in there. (18:24) 


18:28 
IN: So the Oklahoma was torpedoed? 


18:31 

BJ: Yeah she got hit, two or three torpedoes at once and it was so fast that the 
they say there was no way she could have gone down without rolling over, I don't 
know. I mean, I don't know, but she rolled. 


<<interruption>> 


19:00 
BJ: It's easier when you ask the questions. 


19:06 
IN: I don't want to interrupt you either. So when you're talk I'll just listen. So the 
Oklahoma was hit by torpedoes. Did you hear that? 


19:17 

BJ: No I didn't hear it. As a matter of fact, I was at those few moments down in 
the fire room but the I soon heard from the water tender with the earphones on 
said, said that there was a lot of bombing going on, on topside. So I'm not going 
to stay down here I gotta go. Everything was in such a chaos there on aboard 
ship, seemed like nobody knew what they were doing everybody running here 
running there and everything and likewise with me I had to see what's going on. 
And when I saw her roll over, I'll tell you, that was something. 


<<interruption>> 


21:15 
IN: Could you describe the brief time you were up topside, could you describe 
the scene in general? What you saw when you were out there? 


21:26 

BJ: Well the first was seeing the Oklahoma roll, and shortly after that here comes 
all the oil and the fire from the Arizona and it coming our way and it came from 
them or the West Virginia that had already taken her fish and had already settled 
to the bottom, I don't know. But it came, and then came all this smoke and 
covered us up. We was, it was a sad thing to see, I don't know. 


22:13 
IN: So you were back down in the boiler room and the Maryland made it through 
pretty well. 


22:22 

BJ: Oh yeah. We were one of the lucky ones. I think. You see the Tennessee, 
between us and them we were the lucky ones. We were inboard and we got the 
least amount of damage. We had a lot of bullet holes on top and the 
superstructure and all that. And it seemed like if I remember right we did take a 
bomb in our bow and she, the ship listed a couple degrees went down, but it was 
only a small hole. Five six feet in diameter. It was nothing to get excited about. 
Anyway they got that patched. And then we, after the tugs finally pushed us out 
we did get over to the dry dock to patch that hole and then we headed back out 
to states. (23:36) 

23:40 

IN: So what was the single thing you remember the most about that day? 


23:46 

BJ: Sitting there, standing there watching that Oklahoma roll over. A battleship 
rolling over and all the guys that are on there scared to death on it. And then 
seeing all the oil in the water and the fire. And now and then we could see the 
West Virginia, look down by the bow the California was ahead of us, and she was 
sitting at the bottom. I don't know. Worst day in my life. Enough. 


25:02 


IN: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for our country? 


25:06 

BJ: I don't know. They don't teach it in school anymore. There for a number years 
I used to go to schools and put a presentation to the third, fourth, fifth grade 
students and they were all unbelievable. Why they don't teach it in school or not 
I don't know. (25:41) It finally got to the point I can't do it anymore so I had to 
give it up 


25:50 

IN: There's about 1.5 million visitors a year who go out to the memorial to pay 
there respects and learn about this day. As a person who witnessed it what would 
you want them to know and to take away from their visit and there experience at 
the Arizona? 


26:09 
BJ: I can't hear you. 


26:10 
IN: (repeats question) 


26:32 

BJ: Never let it happen again and remember those sailors that are still there 
entombed and those that were killed on the other ships that were taken in the 
Punchbowl Cemetery. Pay respects and it should be a lesson to this country take 
it should never happen again. Anyway. 


27:01 
IN: Is there anything that I missed that you want to share about your experience 
that is important for people to know about. 


28:11 
IN: Bob thank you so much for sharing your story. I can tell it's not easy for you 


28:29 
BJ: Thank god it's over 


